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RIGHT AT HOME

kITcHEn sync   
With no expert 
help, Hugh used 
his imagination 
to design room 
in keeping with 
cottage style

was far from idyllic and was desperately in  
need of a renovation. 

He said: “The place had to be properly 
renovated and extended. I failed to get any local 
builders interested so realised the answer was 
to do it myself. 

“This involved completely gutting the  
place and starting again. The new wing is 
exactly the same size as the old cottage, 
therefore adding the extension, with an 
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 cOTTAGE IndusTRy   Hugh’s home on Jura

EMMA  
GRAcE sMITH

n idyllic rural cottage on 
the Island of Jura has been 
a much-loved holiday home 
for five generations of 

musician Hugh Carswell’s family.
It has always held a special place in his heart 

as it’s filled with happy childhood memories 
so he didn’t have to think twice about buying it 
when it went up for sale.

Hugh decided to leave London behind in 
2006, relocating to the stunning island where 
he put in an offer for the 1930s property.

Hugh said: “My father was a teacher so we 
had lovely long holidays on Jura. His family on 
the island go back five generations, but they 
only took over the cottage in the 1940s. 

“At that stage, my grandmother had married 
and left Jura to live in Port Glasgow, so the 
cottage was rented as a holiday house so that 
she and Bobby, my grandfather, could come 
back and see all their old friends in Jura.

“Our family didn’t actually own it – it 
belonged to Lord Astor and he rented it to us.”

When Hugh first moved into the cottage, it 

my island    adventure

Grampy’s books
“My grandfather was the writer and 
poet Hugh I’Anson Fausset. I buy his old 
books when they come up on eBay.”

Original Baby Gaggia 
coffee machine
“Without a coffee shop on the island 
we improvise with our own café – an 
outside bench and table facing east for 
the morning sun. Jane’s Aunty Rosalie 
kindly donated her old coffee machine 
and it’s hard to imagine life without it.”

Bath with a view
“I built the bathroom and positioned 
the bath so that I could have a view  
of the sun setting over the Paps – Jura’s 
three towering hills. The bathroom was 
one of the first rooms I finished, so the 
sundowner bath after a day’s hard 
labour was bliss.”

1970s 
yamaha u1
“When writing my 
music album, it felt 
right to move from 
digital to acoustic and 
analogue. My mother 
came to the rescue 
with this upright piano. 
My daughter Grace is 
also now showing an 
interest.”

Jura wild 
flowers
“This is by my 
sister, Fiona Charis 
Carswell, and is  
a spontaneous 
painting of Jura’s 
wild flowers that 
represents the 

onset of spring.”

HuGH’s Pride at  
some marvellous 

features 



What: Four-bedroom semi-detached.
Where: Bridgelands, Caledonian Road.
How much: Offers over £395,000.
What’s the deal: Spacious rooms  
and many original features like shutters, 
fireplaces, detailed cornicing and 
wooden floors. Hallway, sitting room 
with bay window, dining room, kitchen, 
utility room and guest WC. On upper 
floor, attractive master bedroom, three 
further bedrooms and family bathroom.
Contact: JBM Estate Agents Limited on 
01721 617000.

What: Three-bedroom bungalow.
Where: Connor Street.
How much: Offers over £240,000.
What’s the deal: In good decorative 
order with hallway, sitting room  
with wood-burning stove, kitchen, 
conservatory, three double bedrooms 
and bathroom. Attic has been floored 
and lined with the potential to convert 
into further accommodation. There are 
gardens to the front and rear that have  
a range of plants, flowers and shrubs. 
Contact: Visum on 03300 101115.

What: One-bedroom cottage.
Where: Northgate.
How much: Offers around £90,000.
What’s the deal: Charming end- 
terrace cottage tastefully updated  
in keeping with the character of the 
property. Private garden with summer 
house. Open-plan living room/kitchen 
on upper level, a lovely, bright, cosy area 
with wooden flooring, feature stone wall 
and stove. On ground floor is a good-
sized double bedroom and bathroom, 
with a double-ended roll-top bath.
Contact: Remax on 01721 617003.

Peebles

‘it has unique sound, 
every room has a 
different acoustic’ 

relaxing  The living room has a comfortable feel to it

key move   Hugh and baby Grace in his recording studio

adjoining hallway, more than doubled the  
size of the place.

“At the time, I thought I’d be in Jura for two 
years but once you live here it’s very difficult to 
leave. I also met and fell in love with my wife, 
Jane, who also loves it here, so it became home.”

To ensure that he could fulfill his dream of 
breathing new life into the crumbling cottage, 
Hugh sold many of his belongings, such as his 
beloved Aston Martin.

He said: “I’d had it for two or three years. It 
was my only real extravagance and amazingly  
I ended up selling it to the Prime Minister of 
Kuwait for his collection. It seemed like a good 
trade-off to buy all the building materials I 
needed to build the house.”

He furnished his new home by using a lot  
of furniture an aunt left to his family.

Hugh said: “We always needed furniture as  
in the old days the cottage was so damp that 
furniture didn’t last long before rotting away. 

“I wouldn’t really choose any of it, but Jura has 
a way of forcing you to be quite original. There 
are no shops or even anyone who cares that 

much about the latest trends in interior design, 
and so you find yourself just making things work 
and the net result tends to be quite unique.” 

He also built a recording studio so that he 
could write his album In Chances of Light.

Hugh, who works under the name of I’Anson, 
said: “The studio room was originally a bedroom 
that I would sleep in when I was a child. 

“I’m glad, for the sake of my album, that it  
was recorded and put together in the old place 
– given the history of it. The old cottage has  
a unique sound to it, every room a different 
acoustic – and I used all of them for recording 
different instruments and elements. My music 
is inspired by Jura and my album has a very 
island feel to it.

“It’s a very special place. There is all the family 
history and my own memories of the cottage. 
But now I’m more focused on my own family, it’s 
a great place for our little daughter Grace to 
start her life. 

“We all love it, spotting wildlife from our 
kitchen window – and heading off for walks  
up the hill or down to the beach.”

traditional   Cottage has rustic 
feel, from the hallway to bedrooms

my island    adventure

Musician Hugh Carswell 
snapped up his family’s  
old holiday home and 
swapped bustling city  
for new life on Jura.

highlight   The Paps – Jura’s three towering hills – are an impressive sight
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